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no legal offence. The concourse would be fortuitous, and each man would be simply exercising his legal right under difficulties. But if a number of men were to agree together that they would walk up and down Throgmorton Street on a particular day, the complexion of the act would be entirely changed. The act is no doubt physically the same; but, being accompanied with the knowledge that other people would do the same, and that a block would be occasioned, there would be reason to presume some special purpose, as, for instance, the obstructing the business of the Stock Exchange, or occasioning alarm, perhaps panic, in the city. The act would be illegal in respect of the intention to block up the Queen's highway, and it would be further illegal in respect of a special purpose, which, though not illegal in itself, might be illegal if sought by means of combination.
Surely it cannot escape attention that many of the industrial and other ordinary arrangements of society entirely hang upon the tacit assumption that individuals will act as individuals, pursuing independent and usual courses of action. A footpath, an omnibus, a railway train, is calculated only for the ordinary average traffic. A banker's business entirely depends upon the presumption that, while some customers are chawing out, others will be paying money in. There is no bank in the country which could stand a run on the part of a considerable number of its depositors. But, according to the theory of probabilities, it is practically impossible that such a sudden concurrence of demands should take place really by accident; the mere occurrence of such a run would be sufficient evidence of a common cause, which